Discipline

Procedures following the issue of a

Caution – Yellow Card and/or Sending-Off – Red Card  

During the Match

Caution: 

In the presence of his/her Captain, take the player’s name and number, note the time, and make it quite clear to the player as to why s/he is being cautioned and that if s/he offends in a similar manner again, s/he MAY be sent-off. 

Confirm that both player and Captain understand the caution.

Show the Yellow Card to the player so that all present are aware that a caution has been issued. 

Restart the match by blowing your whistle and awarding a penalty to the non-offending team. 

If the player being cautioned is the Captain, then involve his/her Vice-Captain.

Sending-off: 

Immediately the incident occurs, stop the match and separate the two teams. 

Isolate the player concerned. 

Ensure that any injured player receives immediate medical attention. 

In the presence of his/her Captain, take the player’s name and number, note the time, the score at that time and make it quite clear to the player why s/he is being is being sent from the field of play. 

Confirm that both player and Captain understand the reason.

Show the Red Card to the player so that all present are aware that s/he has been ordered from the field of play.

Restart the match by blowing your whistle and awarding a penalty to the non-offending team.  

If the player being sent-off is the Captain, then involve his/her Vice-Captain.

After the Match

It is unwise to discuss the sending-off with any player, official, spectator or member of the press. There may be attempts to dissuade you from submitting a report. If the player involved apologises for his behaviour, accept it but do not make any comment.

The Report
Before completing the report, it may be advisable to seek guidance from a member of the Committee or from the Secretary of the DCRFU – DC.

Caution: 

Levels 1 – 4 matches - a Caution Form must be completed and submitted to the RFU Disciplinary Secretary at Twickenham within 24 hours.

For Levels 5 and below – it is not a requirement that a caution has to be reported to the RFU, but you are asked to keep a record of all Cautions – Yellow Cards – issued and send the details on the appropriate form:

For All players – to the DCRFU - RS Secretary

John S. Denham
(H) 01325 304320  
(M) 07857 619010
jsd@sky.com
Sending-off: 

It is important to ensure that the front of the form is completed accurately in every respect. 

The nature of the offence, ie. Correct Law reference, the time, proximity to the incident, view un/obstructed and the score at the time.

The back of the form is of course, the most crucial aspect of the report. 

After noting the weather, ground conditions and the temper of the match, ensure that the details of anyone injured in the incident are also recorded, as this may be important evidence. 

The details about this information may have to be confirmed after the match.

Where the issue of cautions has to be recorded, please note that ‘Individual Player Concerned’ refers to any individual player and not just the player sent-off.

The detailed report of the incidence is the evidence of an expert witness – the referee. It is not necessary to give a full report of the match prior to the incident. It is necessary to record incidents of foul play that had already occurred and as to whether or not the player sent-off had been involved in any of them. If the player sent-off had previously been cautioned in the match, it is also important to give a detailed account of that incident.

The actual sending-off incident must be recorded in detail:

The location of play, on the field and how play was developing.

What actually happened to make you decide that the player had to leave the field of play. 

What did s/he do? 

If s/he hit – was it with a clenched fist and therefore a punch? 

How many times did s/he hit him/her – once or more than once? If more than once, DO NOT state a number as this may be open to question.  

On which part of the body did s/he hit him/her? 

What damage did s/he do?

How far did s/he travel to do it? 

Were they powerful hits/punches?

If you send him/her off for illegal use of the boot, be specific – was it a kick or a stamp? 

If it was a kick, where on the body did s/he kick him/her?

How many times – once or more than once? 

Again, if more than once, DO NOT state a number. 

Was it a tap or a full-blooded kick? 

How far did s/he travel to commit the offence? 

What injury was caused? 

If it was a stamp, the same criteria will apply, but make sure it was a stamp and not a trample as when a ruck is driving over players lying on the ground.

Players may claim that they were going for the ball, so state where the ball was at the time of the incident.

The Referee must report any and all players sent-off to the Secretary as soon as is practicable after the match. A copy of the disciplinary form will normally suffice. However, in some circumstances, it may be prudent to seek further advice from the Secretary before completing the disciplinary form. If the Secretary is unobtainable, contact another member of the Committee.

A disciplinary form for sending-off should be completed as soon as possible after the match. In all cases it is essential that the original form should be sent to the Disciplinary Secretary of the player’s Constituent Body, with a copy to the DCRFU - RS Secretary, within 72 hours.

The disciplinary form to be used after sending-off a senior or junior player, is the same.  

Forms and ‘Guidance for the Sending-Off of Junior Players’ are available from the DCRFU - RS Secretary.

Completed forms sent via e-mail are acceptable.

For Senior players - to the DCRFU Disciplinary Panel Secretary:

John Dove

(H) 01429 293560 
 (M) 07986 326958

johng.dove@ntlworld.com
For Junior players – to the DCRFU Junior Disciplinary Panel Secretary:

Brian F. Watt  

(H+F) 01642 701730




bfwatt@btinternet.com 
For All players not playing for a DCRFU Club – to the Disciplinary Panel Secretary of the Constituent Body of the Club:

Addresses may be obtained from the RFU website www. rfu.com or the DCRFU - RS Secretary. 

For All players – to the DCRFU - RS Secretary

John S. Denham
(H) 01325 304320   (M) 07857 619010
jsd@sky.com
For players sent-off, who are covered by another Constituent Body, a completed disciplinary form must be sent to the Hon. Secretary of the relevant Constituent Body. 

Addresses may be obtained from the RFU website www.rfu.com or the DCRFU - RS Secretary. 

Retain a copy of the report for your own records to use at the disciplinary hearing. 

You will be informed of the date and time of the disciplinary hearing and it is Society policy that the Referee should make every effort to attend. 

The Society will endeavour to have a senior member present to support the referee at the disciplinary hearing.

